
A few years ago, we planted some lilacs on the 

side of our house.  This Spring, those lilacs 

bloomed beautifully and filled the air with their 

fragrance.  Creation seemed to be giving 

praise to God. 

I thought we could follow the example of the 

lilac flower and give praise to God for what He 

has been doing in the life of our church.  Let 

me begin selfishly with the thing that has had 

the biggest impact on me personally.  I have 

been meeting with the same group of guys for 

roughly four years.  But this winter, we split up 

to give leadership to other groups. 

More than 50 men met in six different groups 

at 6:30 a.m. on Tuesday mornings!  Another 

group met at lunch.  More impressive than the 

numbers were the changes that God made in 

our lives.  We grew closer to the Lord together.  

And nothing encourages me more than that. 

The men were not the only ones growing to-

gether.  More than 60 women joined our 

Womenôs Bible study groups this year and 

almost twice that number participated in the 

womenôs retreat.  They took action to earnestly 

grow in their relationship with Jesus and to live 

ñall of their life for Christò. 

In our Motherôs of Preschoolers Ministry, also 

known as MOPS, over 100 mothers meet  

regularly to find friendship, community,       

resources and support while reaching out to  

others in similar circumstances ï especially the 

un-churched. Recently, they had a shower for a 

young mother from a pregnancy center and 

showered her with the love of Christ while   

affirming her decision to have her child. 

We are also praising God for what has been 

happening in our Missions Ministry.  We                 

recently held our 2nd annual missions              

conference at the church. Beyond supporting 

our regular missionaries around  the world,  we  
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Page 2 CEFC News 

Childrenõs Ministry 

Welcome to CEFC News (continued) 
have also been very active with short term missions. The Jackson family recently returned from a great 

trip to Thailand and we are planning mission trips to Belize, Croatia, and Zimbabwe.  The Hicklin family is 

selling their possessions and leaving for Indonesia in July. All are seeking to fulfill the Great Commission. 

Led by Randy Earnst, our Time , Talent , and Resource  focus this year has provided financial help to 

many families along with training on how to use your resources with a Biblical point of view.  Lives have 

changed and people have transformed their view of resources and stewardship. 

What does God have in store for us?  We might not be able to answer that question specifically, but I 

think we can pray for and expect more spiritual growth.  As we grow in the depth and maturity of our            

relationship with Christ, I think we will also be challenged to live lives of deeper faith. 

I invite you to learn more about what our ministries are doing through this newsletter. Perhaps you can 

benefit from some of these ministries, or perhaps God is calling you to get involved and serve Him by 

serving others. After all, it is Godôs church that will endure and your contributions of time, talent, and             

resources is an investment that will bear fruit for years to come. 

Lives reached for Christ, lives transformed by Christ, and lives lived for Christ: may this be at the heart of 

our church and may God receive all the glory, all the power, and all the praise, Amen! 

-Pastor Shad Baker 

òLives reached for 

Christ, lives         

transformed by 

Christ, and lives 

lived for Christ: 

may this be at the 

heart of our 

church and may 

God  receive all 

the glory, all the 

power, and all the 

praise, Amen!ó 

òFrom a high- 

quality nursery to 

the activity-filled 

preteen ministry, 

everything we do 

is meant to          

maximize our       

impact on these 

little lives and 

point them to 

Christ.ò 

ñStriving for Spiritual Growth in a Safe and Fun Atmosphere!ò 

We believe our mission in childrenôs lives is more than just babysitting. It is challenging them to take big 

steps in their own walk with God and giving that challenge in unique, exciting ways that are appropriate to 

each age level.  Our passion is to create an environment that is as fun and as safe as we can make it. 

From a high-quality nursery to the activity-filled preteen ministry, everything we do is meant to maximize 

our impact on these little lives and point them to Christ.  

ñAnd they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves  first to the Lord and then to us in             

keeping with God's will.ò  Paul was describing the people who gave much more than what he had             

expected for the work of God in his day but this same verse could describe many of our childrenôs            

ministry volunteers here at CEFC today.  We are so blessed  to have a caring, committed team of people 

for our childrenôs ministry and that they serve God out of a love for Him, and out of a love for the children 

He sends us!  Over and over again, Iôve seen teachers go above and beyond the call of ñdutyò to care for 

a childôs needs.  Iôve seen our support staff volunteer to handle a need that popped up, simply because 

there was a need.  And Iôve seen others put in hours of time to prepare something special for our children, 

simply out of desire to be a part of showing God to these little ones.   In a day and time when many 

churches struggle with a burned out staff that doesnôt care and shows up sporadically, we have a strong 

team of caring Christians, who are following hard after God and pouring themselves into our children!    If 

you see a teacher or any childrenôs ministry volunteer, just pause, take a moment, and say ñthank 

you!ò.   (Verse: 2 Corinthians 8:5) 

The childrenôs ministry is always in need of volunteers to help minister to our children. Donôt worry, you 

donôt have to teach, or even interact with the children if you are not gifted in that area. We have positions 

to fit almost every personôs skills and gifts. Many work tirelessly behind the scenes to make our childrenôs 

ministry happen. Interested in trying it? Just email Miss Coleen at misscoleen@pa.net or call the church 

office for more information. 

-Coleen Cotton, Director of Childrenôs Ministries 

mailto:misscoleen@pa.net
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Youth Ministry  
Galatians 2:20  ñI have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live but Christ lives in me.  The life I live 

in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave himself for me.ò 

Our prayer for the teens at CEFC is that they will look to the cross and allow their relationship with Jesus 

to have full reign in all areas of their life. 

The purpose statement for our teens is:  

Caring and encouraging each other in our walk with Christ (Fellowship)  

Reaching out in Ministry (Ministry)  

Outpouring of love and gratitude to our Savior  (Worship) 

Studying, learning & growing in Christ (Discipleship) 

Sharing the Gospel with those who do not know  (Evangelism) 

It is great to see the Lord at work in our teenôs lives and to see the impact that they are having inside our 

church and outside in our community.  Let me just share one of those stories with you. There is a teen 

who reaches out weekly to visitors in our youth group and makes them feel welcome. He does the same 

thing at his local high school. Through this ministry he has impacted many teens in their relationship with 

Jesus and has brought others closer to knowing Jesus.  That is what life is all about, reaching out to          

others and showing them the love and grace of our Savior!!!  We teach our teens that they can be an     

extension of the hands and feet of Jesus when they allow His love to so fill them that they can extend His 

love and grace to others. 

-Pastor Chad Storr 

Adult Ministry  
Discipleship is how you go from where you are now to a place where you live ñAll of Life for Christ.ò             

Another way to describe this is the path from accepting Christ and getting to know Him, to living a Christ 

centered life. 

How do we do this? The church provides several opportunities for you to grow in Christ, but there are also 

things that you need to do in quiet time with God, like praying and reading the Word regularly.                 

Beyond Sunday worship services, the church wants to help you as you grow deeper in your relationship 

with Christ and other Christians. Learn & Live Classes and Small Groups are excellent places to start. 

Learn & Live classes help you go deeper in your knowledge of who God is and what the Bible teaches. 

Small Groups are designed so that you can apply the Bible to your everyday life and experience the         

fellowship and support of other believers. There are also ministries based on your stage of life. They in-

clude Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS), Senior Adult Ministries (SAMôs), and our College and Career 

Group (young adults).  Lastly, we also have ministries by gender such as our Menôs and Womenôs              

Ministry events and Bible studies where you can apply the Bible specifically to the issues that men and 

women often face and fellowship with others that understand what you may be experiencing. 

While Sunday Worship services are critical to each of us, we want to challenge yourself to go further in 

your faith, apply the Bible to your life daily, and have the support and accountability of other believers. 

Want to learn more about one of these ministries? Feel free to contact one of the ministry leaders directly 

or call the church office and we will be happy to help get you connected! 

-Pastor Hugh Ansley with contributions from JC Hicks 

òDiscipleship is 

how you go from 

where you are now 

to a place where 

you live All of Life 

for Christ.ó              

òOur prayer for 

the teens at CEFC 

is that they will 

look to the cross 

and allow their re-

lationship with 

Jesus to have full 

reign in all  areas 

of their life.ó 



Focus on Time, Talent & Resources 
We launched our Time, Talents and Resources (TTR) Ministry last fall as we felt a call from God to pause 

and focus on understanding and stewarding all that God has given us from a Biblical perspective, along 

with helping those who may be struggling as a result of the economy. I have enjoyed coordinating this effort 

and working with the many dedicated and passionate volunteers who were involved, along with those who 

have participated in the training. Although my part-time role has ended, I will continue on as a volunteer 

coordinator for this ministry. 

The goal of this ministry is to help equip the body in viewing these critical areas of life from Godôs                  

perspective and to understand how to Biblically manage all that God has given us.  To equip us in the area 

of finances, we partnered with Crown Financial Ministries and are utilizing their material in many different 

venues.  We have on-going small group learning environments as well as one-on-one coaching available.  

Both of these will continue to be offered at CEFC. 

We are passionate about helping you learn about how God has ñwiredò you so that you can understand 

where you can be fruitful and fulfilled both in the church and the workplace. Our PLACE ministry helps you            

discover this by looking at your personality, spiritual gifts, abilities, passions, talents, and experiences. 

Many of you went through the PLACE class we offered in Learn & Live recently, helping to identify where 

you may be most fulfilled in serving in the Body of Christ. 

Most recently, the TTR ministry launched a new class to support and equip people  specifically in career 

development.  We spend most of our time at work, so why not óworkô towards finding a job or a career that 

best fits you.  We have partnered with Crossroads Career Network and are currently offering a career   

workshop for those who may be unemployed, under-employed, or mis-employed (unhappy in your job). 

We plan to offer all of the TTR equipping classes on a cyclical basis throughout the year. If you have any 

questions or want more information on any of these TTR offerings, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

-Randy Earnst, TTR Coordinator 

òWe are passionate 

about helping you 

learn about how 

God has òwiredó 

you so you can  un-

derstand where you 

can be fruitful and 

fulfilled both in the 

church and the 

workplace.ó  
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It has been a busy term for Missions activities at CEFC.  In late fall, the next short term missions team was 

formed with the intension of doing the Lordôs work in Belize in June 2010.  This will be a different trip from 

previous ones in that we will be joining with Carlisle Reformed Presbyterian for the trip.  There will be 14 

participants on this trip.  

Our 2nd annual missions conference, held in March, was not as well attended as we would have liked, but 

those who did attend, were blessed with great speakers who had very uplifting and important stories to 

tell.  Jim Baker of Reach Global (EFCA missions arm) was the keynote speaker on Friday speaking about 

the work in the Ukraine and other parts of eastern Europe.  On Saturday, we heard from volunteer          

missionary and Patriot-News reporter, Mary Klaus, who has been on 21 trips since 2001.  She has worked 

as a nurse in all areas of the world and brought a gospel based message to the audience.  Randon and 

Kelly Willard spoke to the teams about sharing your faith at secular high schools and colleges and Roy 

Larsen, whom we support, spoke about urban ministries to immigrants in the middle Atlantic area as well as 

bringing the sermon reaching the lost from Luke.   

The Jackson family has returned from 3 weeks in Thailand with the Overholtôs.  They ministered by     

teaching English in camps for executives and kids respectively.   

Finally, members of the Worship team will be sharing their musical talents and the gospel in Croatia, Steve 

Ballentine will be joining a group from Forgotten Voices to travel to Zimbabwe this fall, and the William 

Hicklin family will be leaving in July for a permanent missions assignment teaching special education and 

English at a Christian school in Indonesia.    

We praise God for all the opportunities to serve Him throughout the world. 

-Jeff Niemitz, Missions Coordinator 

Missions 
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Financial Update 
The church is very thankful to you for your financial support this year. General fund income continues to   

exceed budget and expenses are under budget year to date. Special offerings were also collected to assist 

with rescue operations in Haiti and to serve those in financial need within our church and the community as 

a whole.  You gave $4,125 to the Haiti Relief fund and $4,839 during our special offering to the Mercy       

Ministry. Thank you! 

We recently completed the refinancing of our mortgage on the church building and we were able to lower 

our interest rate to 3.5%. This will allow us to pay off the principal faster. We will continue to make the same 

total payments we made before the refinance to accomplish this. 

The church has engaged the accounting firm of Hamilton & Musser to conduct an independent audit of the 

churchôs finances. The audit will be conducted during April and May. Initially, we had planned to have an 

audit committee from the church body review our financials, but decided to conduct a full audit by an            

independent auditing firm to ensure our finances and financial controls are thoroughly reviewed.  The results 

of the audit will be presented to the members after its completion. 

 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN  

  Received to Date           $   619,814  

 Commitments  to Date    $1,124,189  

 Current Goal               $1,250,000 

Programming & Worship Ministry 
The first thing that often comes to mind when we think about worship is church, and more specifically,            

music.  While it is true that we worship God when we gather at ñchurch,ò and that one of the ways we     

express worship is through music, it would paint an incomplete picture if we limited the definition to these 

two areas. Worship, as defined in the Bible, is not limited by time, space, form, object, style, or action.  It is a 

matter of the heart and is expressed in the way we live life.  Romans 12:1-3 talks about our spiritual act of 

worship in the context of living transformed lives that are ñholy and pleasing to God.ò  Eugene Petersonôs 

paraphrase of this text expresses it this way, ñSo here's what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your 

everyday, ordinary life (your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life) and place it before 

God as an offering. ò Sounds a lot like ñall of life for Christ,ò doesnôt it?   

That is our heartbeat as we gather in community, that the elements and expressions in our corporate             

worship (prayer, engaging with Godôs Word, silence, communion, praising God, telling His story, telling our 

stories) would form us to live ñall of life for Christ,ò and to be Christ to the world.  Godôs transforming grace is 

active as we gather in His presence and humbly receive His grace.  Furthermore, everything in the service 

is purposed to recognize Godôs worth and to draw and sustain our attention on God (His nature and                 

character, His redemptive story and our place in it) and to increase our awareness that we are in the              

presence of the triune God to honor, adore, and boast in Him because He alone is worthy!  Music, drama, 

multi-media, and the like, are secondary and serve as tools to realize these purposes.  The role of the           

worship ministry is not to provide an experience or elicit certain feelings, but to lay a thoughtful and             

intentional platform and opportunity for our CEFC community; to affirm Godôs truth, express affection to Him, 

and to realize we follow Christ together as we go out as worshippers living ñAll of Life for Christ.ò 

Consider serving in one of the worship tech ministry areas (training will be provided) : 

Switcher and Lights ǐ Soundboard (a musical ear is needed) ǐ Camera 

Computer (displaying the media and song lyrics at worship gatherings) 

Media (programming the songs and images prior to Sundays) 

-Diane Baltaef, Director of Programming & Worship 

òWorship, as         

defined in the         

Bible, is not             

limited by time, 

space, form,           

object, style, or          

action. It is a           

matter of the heart 

and is expressed in 

the way we live 

life.ó   

GENERAL FUND  

                                                Actual         Budget     
 

  Received on 05/02/10             $  18,512     $  17,645  

  Received since 10/01/09        $573,577     $546,995  

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT (AS OF MAY 2, 2010): 




